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men for twenty years to complete the build-
ing of this pyramid alone. Its base forms a
square, each side of which was originally 768
feet, though now, by the removal of the coat-
ing? it is only 750 feet long, and covers a
space of 13 acres. The outer surface forms
a series of steps, each of the average height
of three feet or more. When the structure
 In Other Parts of the World. Ruins of
pyramids are to be found at Benares, in India
and in other parts of the East. Certain
monuments of the ancient inhabitants found
in Mexico are also- called pyramids. These
seem to have been intended to serve as tem-
ples, the tops being flat and surmounted by a
house, or chamber, in which sacred rites were
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The Great Pryamid of Cheops, or Chufu.
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was perfect, this step formation was hidden
by the coating which rendered the sides quite
smooth, and the apex, where there is now a
space of twelve square yards, was no doubt
originally quite sharp. The height, origi-
nally about 480 feet, is now only 451 feet,
through the slow processes of destruction.
The interior, entered forty-nine feet above
the base of the north face, contains several
chambers, one of which, called the King's
Chamber, is thirty-four and one-half feet
long, seventeen feet wide and nineteen feet
high, and contains a sarcophagus of red
granite. About 350 yards southwest of this
pyramid is the celebrated Sphinx, described
elsewhere in these volumes.
The second pyramid is 690 feet square and
447 feet nigh; the third is only 354 feet
square and 203 feet high and is the best con-
structed of the three.
It is believed that when a king ascended
the throne, he began to build a small tomb
for himself, each year adding to it a fresh
coating of stone, so that at Ms death the sides
of the pyramid were like long flights of
stairs, liter the body of the king had been
laid in the innermost chamber, the door was
walled tip and the smooth sides of the pyra-
mid made his finished tomb.
 probably performed. The largest, ani per-
haps the oldest, is that of Cholula, in Central
Mexico, said to have a base of 1,770 feet ^nd
a height of 177 feet. However, when pyra-
mids are referred to, those of Egypt are JT\1-
most invariably brought to mind.
PYR'AMUS AND THIS'BE, a pair of de-
voted lovers of Babylon, who were prevented
by their parents from meeting openly and
were therefore in the habit of secretly con-
versing through an opening in the wall of
their adjoining houses. They agreed one day
to meet at the tomb of Mnus, and Thisbe, who
was first at the meeting-place, was surprised
by a lioness and took to flight. In her haste
she dropped her garment, which the lioness
seized in her bloody jaws. Pyramus ap-
peared shortly afterward, and concluding
from the blood-besmeared robe that Thisbe
was dead, killed himself. Thisbe on her re-
turn found the body of her lover and in de-
spair put herself to death. The story, as told
by Ovid, was very popular in the time of
Shakespeare, who made it the subject of the
burlesque interlude in A Midsummer Night's
Dream.
PYRENEES, pir*e neez, a lofty mountain
range of Europe, the crest of the main chain
of which forms the boundary between France

